Performance of radiologic and nuclear medicine examinations in the 6 months before death.
To determine the rate of use and type of radiologic and nuclear medicine examinations performed prior to the death of an individual. Radiologic and nuclear medicine examination data from the University of New Mexico Hospital were analyzed and correlated with death records from the New Mexico Department of Vital Statistics. The study cohort included 558 patients who were treated between July 1992 and June 1993 and died within 6 months. The records for the 558 patients were analyzed according to the type and number of examinations performed within 30 days and 6 months prior to death. Of 26,067 patients examined during the year, 558 (2%) underwent a radiographic or nuclear medicine examination in the 6 months prior to death. That group of patients underwent a total of 6,196 radiographic or nuclear medicine examinations (4.6%) out of a total of 134,892 examinations that were performed in that year. The rate of use was highest in those patients who were younger than 1 year at death. Approximately 5% or fewer radiologic and nuclear medicine examinations were performed during the final 6 months of an illness.